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Clark Fork outfitter on tap for February program

Greetings club members. A
note of gratitude to President
Rich Birkett for some kind
words and summary to last
month’s speakers, sorry I had
to miss the meeting.

This February guest pre-
senter will truly be interesting
and will provide some useful
info and interesting history

pertaining to a large local river Danner Haskins,

girlfriend Vivien,

Montana guide will
provide perspective
on home waters

- j?!

'8 Speaker’s
h Corner

By MATT
% VALBUSA
7
i surely to have some good

i X

fishing waters most of the

Priest River fisheries plan presented

Priest River

= Cold Water Augmentation Conc: P 4

Blnarch tr1b may play role n restorlng native cutthroat

aware of the Priest River
Watershed Group, which

Priest River drainage.
Rob walked us through

By RICHARD BIRKETT

Our January meeting  the general background  is the group that first
included a superb of the species of fish started in support of the
presentation by Idaho within the area and then  siphon project. Rob
Department of Fish and  zeroed in on specific talked about the siphon
Game fisheries biologist  projects. and the need to balance
Rob Ryan on the Many of our members the variety of issues
restoration of Westslope recall the Priest River facing this river, ranging
Cutthroat Trout in the Project, and some may be See PRIEST, page 7

and lab pup Huck.

summer
Danner Haskins, owner and

outfitter of the guide company

J Clark Fork Trout, and his

} girlfriend Vivien will be coming

in from Montana to be our

February feature speaker — a

meeting NIFC members will

surely want to attend.

. At the Feb. 19 NIFC dinner

“ meeting, Danner will share his

perspective on Montana's Clark
See SPEAKER, page 7

We are the NIFC

Since 1977, the North Idaho

Fly Casters Club has been
dedicated to all facets of the
sport of fly fishing by providing a
wide range of educational, social
and conservation opportunities
to the fly fishing enthusiast.
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Storm damage changes view on North Fork Cd’A

Greater snowpack needed to guard
against low water, high fire danger

’7 ‘ The one question I hear the

F most these days is “Have you
been fishing lately?”” Short

' answer is, “Yes,” but not as

 much as I want. I guess that

many of us would feel the same

= way too. However, we did get

out last week and enjoyed a

beautiful day on the water.

The North Fork Coeur
d’Alene River is one of my
favorite spots. It’s taken a
beating from the numbers of
visitors but it really took a shot
in December with high winds
that literally destroyed hundreds of trees. As you can see by
the pictures, trees were on top of or had completely crashed
through houses.

We visited the river on
Dec. 29, when these
photos were taken. Last
week the trees and tarps
on the roofs were still in
place.

While individual trees
were laying down along
the road, perhaps the
most damage took place

President’s Message
By RICHARD BIRKETT

to the Prichard Tavern,
where there is what
appears to be a water
pump station. You can
see what it used to look
like on Google Maps.

Behind the station is a
ridge, and it appeared
that the wind was so
strong that it tore through and down the ridge. All of the
trees on the right were knocked down and covered the entire
station and surrounding area, including the dirt road leading
to the station.

We could barely see the equipment in December, but last

This home on the North Fork of the Coeur d’Alene River is one of
several that were damaged by trees toppled in a December storm.

week a logging crew came in and removed most of the trees.

It surprised us to see the entire mountain cleared behind the

station as the damage was more extensive than we first
thought. I apologize for not having an “after” photo
showing the current state, but we were shocked and frankly
forgot to take a picture. They still have more to do, and
trucks were busy all day taking logs, as well as delivering
rock and gravel to other homeowners along the river.

Our day last week included three stops where the fishing
was slow. But the serenity on the river was something to
witness. Despite the storm damage, the water level had
continued it’s gradual drop and the animals were out
everywhere. It was absolutely beautiful. We tried streamers
and nymphs and finally found some luck at our last stop.
There were no other fly fishers that day. There was a young
family enjoying a campfire and the dad walked down to the
river to see us fish on the other side. He came back a couple
times, as if to say he wished he was doing the same thing as
us — casting, watching, and landing a few fish. Despite the
storm damage and the early runoff, this river continues to be
one of the prettiest year-round.

My old adage or maybe it’s a theory, is that when there

R is wildlife, it will be a
,,\;,' % good day fishing. I was
W4 afraid that might not come
j true that day. But thanks
@4 to the luck we had on our
B B final stop, it proved to be
‘*r-»- true once again! All it
PA took is going very small
\ and using an attractor
pattern to get some
B attention.
We continue to escape
g the snow with only one
* real storm so far this
season. According to
ez |daho Department of
Water Resources, the
“snowpack for the Spokane
and Pend Oreille regions
as of Jan. 26 have a water
equivalency of 54% and
80% respectively. Some people have said that February
could be big, but I have to admit that I’m concerned. We
don’t need to have early low-water levels and higher fire
danger. I’ll keep my fingers crossed and hope we have more
snow soon!

T

—Photo by Richard Birkett

See PRESIDENT, page 8
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CLUB NEWS

NEXT CLUB PROGRAM

NIFC holds dinner meetings on the third Thursday of
each month from September through May. The next
meeting is:

Feb. 19, 2026

Coeur d’Alene Inn

506 W. Appleway Avenue
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho

Wet Fly Hour at 5 p.m.
Dinner at 6 p.m.
Meeting at 7 p.m.

Presentation: Outfitter Danner Haskins, of
Clark Fork Trout, will share his perspective on
the Clark Fork River. See Speaker’s Corner,
page 1, for more info on the program.

Please RSVP

Watch your email basket for reminders from NIFC
regarding dinner options and info for the meeting.
Reservations and dinner choices can be made by
emailing craigpbaumann@gmail.com

The meal price is $28.

Deadline for reservations is

Monday, Feb. 16 at 9 a.m.

Please indicate your menu choice.

Payment for dinner cancellations will be the
responsibility of the member after that date.

Please pay for dinner at the door with cash, check
or card. A 75 cent card-use fee will be added on.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

2025-2026 club dues can be mailed to:

North Idaho Fly Casters
P.O. Box 1698
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1698

Annual Membership Dues:

$65 — Family/Single/Senior

$100 — Corporate/Business
The current membership year is September 2025
through August 2026.

MERCHANDISE

To order something with the
NIFC Logo printed on i,

call Patrick Smith at

(480) 374-0218 or email

smith.patrick075@gmail.com

By DAVE LONDEREE

Last month, our club was
gifted a beautiful ECHO 12-
foot 6-inch, 6-weight Spey
rod. The rod is brand new
and has never been fished.

We are going to raftle it
off at §5 per card. You may
purchase as many cards as

Spey rod drawing cards are

g

on sale
i

AP 11

—Photo by Dave Londeree
This Spey rod will be raffled off at the May 21 NIFC meeting.
Tickets are $5 per card.

you want.

See me at the meetings or

contact me via email at
dlonderee@roadrunner.com.

JANUARY 2026 RAFFLE

I will pick a card at
random and put your name
on the card for you.

We will pick a winner at
the May 21 club meeting.
Good luck to all.

PRIZE DONOR WINNER
Fish Art Mike Stiener Ken Pina
Hackle Joe King Al Baldredge
Wood Sign David Heberer Fred Tims
Books Joe King Randy Fridlund
Light Soltzer Doris Londeree | Al Baldredge
Howard :
Fly of the Month Fennimore Mike Hensel
Castaway Gift . .
Certificate Skip Quade Fred Tims
Pendleton Whisky | Al Baldredge Tom
y Christopher
Super 1 Gift Wayne
Certificate Hudlemeyer Dave Londeree
Dish Cloth & Bib | Doris Londeree Ron Smith
Flies Club Ron Smith
Fly Tying Books | Christina Haynes | Mike McLean
Fly Tying Material Bud Frasca Ron Smith
Vest & Net Mike Stiener | Virgil Palmtiag

\ If you have anything to donate to
| the club for the monthly dinner
meeting raffle, give Dave Gillmor
a call at (208) 920-9000 or email

him at davegillmor@gmail.com.
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February 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

March 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

12 3 4 5 o6 7
s 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16.78 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

April 2026

Wed Thu Fri Sat

12 3 4
5 6 7 8§ 9 10 11

Sun Mon Tue

12713 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 .25 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

CALENDAR

February 2026
8th — Super Bowl
12th — Board meeting
14th — Valentine’s Day
16th — President’s Day
16th — RSVP for Dinner Meet
19th — Dinner Meeting

March 2026

12th — Board Meeting

16th — RSVP for Dinner Meet
17th — St. Patrick’s Day

19th — Dinner Meeting

2 -
April 2026
5th — Easter

9th — Board Meeting 4\‘
13th — RSVP for Dinner Mee

16th — Dinner Meeting S/
22nd — Earth Day b

% PROJECT... .
HEALING WATERS

VFW meeting room
406 N 4th Street,
Coeur d'Alene, ID

10:00 a.m. — 1st and 3rd Wednesdays

Open to all veterans.
You do not need to be a veteran
to volunteer your services.

Brian Saks, Program Lead (208) 561-1375
brian.saks@projecthealingwaters.org

Your Business Card

Could be Displayed on Corporate Membership
Pages and Projected Prior to Every
North Idaho Fly Casters Club Meeting

Contact Dave Londeree
(208) 946-6631
dlonderee@roadrunner.com

Find out more about your
corporate membership benefits!
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Fly of the Month: Courtesy of Dave Londeree

SPANISH BULLET (PERDIGON)

HOOK: 60 Degree Barbless Jig #14

BEAD: Slotted Tungsten 3.3 mm (1/8”) gold or copper.
THREAD: 8/0

TAIL: Partridge or Coc de Leon 6 barbs +/-

BODY: Thread, Olive (back half), Black (front half)

TYING STEPS:

1. Slide the bead onto the hook, small hole first.
2. Mount the hook in your vise. Pinch the barb if needed.
3. Dress the hook with the Olive thread from the bead to
the bend.
4. Pull 6+/- barbs from a feather and tie them at the hook bend to make the tail, keeping it on the
top of the hook shank. The tail should be the hook shank in length.
. Form a tapered body from the hook bend to the back of the bead.
. Whip finish the Olive thread at the bead and cut the thread at the bead.
. Start the Black thread behind the bead. Spin your bobbin counterclockwise to flatten the thread.
Form the front half of the body making a heavy taper. Whip finish and cut the thread.
8. Coat with UV cement and cure with your UV light. (If you don’t have the UV cement, use several
light coats of head cement).

i 2Ne)

Notes:

1. This fly was tied with a size 14 hook. The fly can be tied
from size 16 to 10. You will have to use the proper size
bead.

2. This is a heavy fly with a fast sink rate. It makes a great
dropper of used with indicator.

FLY OF THE MONTH BOOKLET

A collection of five years of the Fly of the Month in booklet
form is still available. The booklet is filled from cover to cover
with flies from the vice of Jim Rogers and a few from Dave
Londeree. It can be yours for $25 plus postage,
or you can pick them up at the next club meeting.
Contact: Dave Londeree at
dlonderee@roadrunner.com
or 208-946-6631

The legend of a trout’s sagacity ... arises from man’s conceit. If the trout
can outwit us, the lords of creation, he must be superior to us in cunning.

—P.B.M. Allan, Trout Heresy (1936).
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Knots to Know NOTE: Each month, we will show a new knot. Proper knots are very important
By DAVE LONDEREE and need to be tied well. | will pick a knot and have the instructions on the
page. If there is a special knot you would like to learn, let me know. I'll do my
best to have it for you.

DAVY KNOT

The Davy Knot was invented by Davy  Welsh Fly-Fishing Team. The knot is
Wotton, a Welsh fly fisherman, in the  used to attach a fly to the end of a
1950s while he was competing for the tippet or leader.

4.

(©) Copyright 2016 John E. Sherry WWW_ netknots CO[T}

Here are some things to know about the Davy Knot:

e Size: The Davy Knot is small and compact, making it a good choice for small flies.

e Ease of use: The Davy Knot is quick and easy to tie.

e Strength: The Davy Knot is strong, with line strength tests rating it at over 85%.

e Tippet material: The Davy Knot uses very little tippet material when tied carefully.

e Friction: The Davy Knot is so small and simple that there is little friction to generate heat, so it
can be tightened without lubrication.

e Tag end: The tag end of the Davy Knot should lie against the eye under the knot.

e Double Davy Knot: The Double Davy Knot is derived from the original Davy Knot. The Double
Davy Knot is preferred when the wire diameter is larger, as the Davy Knot is more likely to slip in
this situation.
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PRIEST from page 1

from temperature and water
quality to management of
the species of fish — both
native and invasive.

His presentation also
included mention of the
Fisheries Management Plan
for 2025-2030, which
includes the Priest River
Drainage. While the siphon
project has been voted
down, there remains the
work of finding a better
solution, or perhaps several,
to help improve water
quality.

Upcoming work on
Binarch Creek is one way to
address a feeder to the
Priest River, but there
remain further discussions
on the potential for other
systems.

Additionally, he talked
about the varieties of trout
within the system. Several
of us were surprised to learn

Fisherles Management Plan

2025-2030
A Cemprebansive Guido to
Managing |daho's Fisheries Resources

%)

Ay
)

of the migratory habits of
fish originating in Pend
Oreille and circulating up to
Priest River before
returning to the lake.

This presentation
marked the second of two
from IDFG staff. It included
several interesting facts and
very open discussion on a

Objective: Seek opportunities 10
improve the coldwater fishery In the
lower Priest Rlver.

Strategy: Conserve or restore
populations of Westslope Cutthroat
Trout and Bull Trout by removIng non-
native specles In tributaries where
feasible and practical.

variety of projects.

Rob graciously answered
our questions, but
somehow, despite his
professional approach to the
science of fishery
management, I don’t think
that Skip Quade will get his
two buckets of bull trout
after all!

SPEAKER from page 1

Fork River — a fishery with a complicated
past that's steadily improving.

The lower Clark Fork, where Danner
guides, benefits from ongoing restoration
work by organizations like the Clark Fork
Coalition and Trout Unlimited, as well as

company.

cleanup efforts by his father's excavation

He'll discuss what it was like to become
a business owner at 21, purchasing the
outfitting operation and fly shop from the
family friends who taught him to fly fish.

Danner also will share what the fishery
offers today and why it deserves a second
look from anglers who may still think of it

as a damaged river.

meal info.

Don’t forget the next NIFC meeting is
Feb. 19 at the Coeur d’Alene Inn. See Club
News on page 3 for the program time and

Volunteers
sought for youth
fly tying/fishing
By DAVE LONDEREE

We will be teaching fly
tying again this spring at
Lake City and Timberlake
high schools and fishing at
the Silverwood Pond.

Lake City H.S. fly tying
is set for April 7 & 8.
Fishing at the Pond May 26
& 27. Timberlake fly tying
is set for May 11, casting
May 12, and fishing on
May 13.

If you would like to
help with this effort, please
let me know. Contact Dave
Londeree at (208) 946-
6631 or dlonderee
(@roadrunner.com.

Please share your
Tips & Tales

Help us continue to
create an interesting and
fun-to-read newsletter by
submitting stories and/or
photos of your fly fishing
adventures.

Flies & Lies editor Mike
McLean can set up a time
to interview and transcribe
your account for you.

Even let Mike know if
you have a tip about a club
member or friend who has a
story worth sharing.

Mike can be contacted at
mclmik@hotmail.com,
or (509) 842-6590.

that marks the finished angler.

No sport affords a greater field for observation than fly fishing, and it
is the close attention paid to the minor happenings upon the stream

—George M.L. La Branche, The Dry Fly and Fast Water (1914)
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PRESIDENT from page 2

2

—Photo by Richard Birkett ‘ ' —Goolgle Maps

Above left: Another storm-damaged home on the North Fork of the Cour d’Alene River. Above right: This is what a pump
station near Prichard looked like before a windstorm took out nearby trees and buried the station in storm debris.

Finally, last month we had five new your experiences and maybe a few times we don’t emphasize the latter
members join. That’s great news and it jokes! You will find them to be a great enough, which is why we introduce
was great to meet these folks too. A addition to the club. new members and let them tell
few of them are involved If you know of, or are everyone a bit about themselves.
in Project Healing Last month, We perhaps a new member, Above all, keep in mind that all of
Waters as veterans who . we encourage you to our board members are eager to meet
are interested in fly had five new come to the meetings you and answer any questions too.
fishing and fly tying. We members jOl N. and introduce yourself to That’s all for now. See you at this
also welcomed a teacher everyone at your table. I month’s meeting, when we learn about
from Lake City High School, who we  recommend sitting with a different fishing the Clark Fork with Danner
met while teaching the kids about fly  group each month too. Haskins.
fishing. If you get a chance, please Our club is meant to be fun, Meantime, let’s hope for some
welcome them and feel free to share educational, and social, and many snow!

Club Name Badges Available

You may have noticed club members sporting
name badges adorned with the club logo and the
owner’s name. These badges are beautiful, a real
work of art. To order one of these badges, please
contact Pat Smith at the meeting. He will place
your order.

The cost is $15 for a badge with a magnetic
fastener and $12 for one with a pin back.

Payment is due at the time of order.
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Water Resource Info Weather:

Suggestions from our readers

Regional Fly Shops:

Northwest Outfitters Orvis 208-667-2707
2171 N. Main St., Coeur d'Alene, Idaho
208-765-3133
1114 N 4th St., Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
208-682-2929
1560 Coeur d’Alene River Rd., Kingston, Idaho
208-666-0506

170 E Kathleen Ave., Coeur d’'Alene, Idaho
509-924-9998

13210 E Indiana Ave., Spokane Valley, WA

Castaway Fly Shop
Castaway Oultfitters
North 40 Fly Shop
Silver Bow

Links to Fishing Reports:

https://Inwoutfitters.com/river-reports

National Weather Service/NOAA
https://[forecast.weather.gov/

Information (Regs/Maps):

IDFG North Fork Coeur d’Alene River

https://idfg.idaho.gov/ifwis/fishingplanner/water/1162

568475573

https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/

Associations:
North Idaho Fly Casters
https://lwww.northidahoflycasters.com

Fly Fishers International
https://lwww.flyfishersinternational.org

River Flows:

USGS North Fork Coeur d’Alene River @ Prichard

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv/?site no=12411000
North Fork Coeur d’Alene River @ Enaville

https://lwww.silverbowflyshop.com/fishingreports/

https://waterdata.usgs.qov/id/nwis/uv?site no=12413000

Club Officers

President
Rich Birkett

(208) 660-1975
birkettsti@gmail.com

Vice-President
Patrick Smith
(480) 374-0218

smith.patrick075@gmail.com

Secretary
Craig Baumann
(858) 353-2300

craigpbaumann@gmail.com

Treasurer
Stephen Sommer
(805) 878-4613

stephen@sommerwholesalenursery.com

Trustees
Wayne Hudlemeyer
(208) 664-3611

vwhud@tds.net
Mark Vehr

(208) 449-8808

ma2ve2@gmail.com
Dave Londeree
(208) 946-6631

dlonderee@roadrunner.com

Trustee-at-Large
Dave Gillmor
(208) 920-9000

davegillmor@gmail.com

Committees

Membership
Craig Baumann
(858) 353-2300

craigpbaumann@gmail.com

Conservation

Matt Albaugh

(208) 680-6792
albaughrodco@gmail.com
Youth

Dave Londeree
(208) 946-6631

dlonderee@roadrunner.com

Raffles
Dave Gillmor
(208) 920-9000

davegillmor@gmail.com

Programs
Matt Valbusa
(208) 916-7036

mvalbusa@msn.com

Merchandise
Patrick Smith
(480) 374-0218

smith.patrick075@gmail.com

Quartermaster
Dave Londeree
(208) 946-6631

dlonderee@roadrunner.com

Newsletter Editor
Mike McLean
(509) 842-6590

mclmik@hotmail.com

Newsletter Proofreader
Leslie Balsley
(425) 785-0511

RLBalsley@comcast.net

North Idaho Fly Casters
club bylaws are available
upon request to the
Secretary.

The Board of Trustees
meets the second
Thursday of the month.
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NIFC Board Minutes submitted by RICHARD BIRKETT, President

R N oy Gistees T R

Date: Jan. 8, 2026
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: Brewscape, 9551 U.S.-95, Hayden, ID 83835
1. Call to Order
2. Social
A. Speaker Schedule

Meeting Date Topic

Coeur dAlene, kiaho

Speaker Notes

Binarch Creek

1/15/2026 Trout Transplant | Rob Ryan IDFG Fisheries Biologist
Project

2/19/2026 Clark Fork Trout | Danner Haskins | Owner, Clark Fork Trout

3/19/2026 Still Water Fishing | Marc Williamson | Fall River Fly Fishing

5/21/2026 Kootenai River Leanna Young Guide, The Last Resort

3. Educational
4. Conservation

A. Hudlow Meadows Rehab Project w/ TU (Cathy Gidle) — Summer 2026
5. Other

A. Finance

a. Financial Reports Review
i. Motion to accept: Craig. Second: Mark. Unanimously approved.
B. Website

a. Motion for $500 payment to B. Detweiler for work to restore our
website. Motion: Steve. Second: Pat. Unanimously approved. Note:
Brian did not bill us. The Board decided to give him a gift as a thanks
from NIFC, given his countless hours and guidance.
C. Regular Meeting Agenda
a. IDFG speaker on restoration of Binarch Creek
b. Member suggestion: Maybe we rate the quality of the meal on the back
of our ticket and turn in at the end of the evening? Agreed to start
doing so in January.
D. Next Board meeting: Feb. 12
6. Adjourn

Birthdays

FEBRUARY

Ronald Mamajek
February 2
Mel Wimmer
February 13
Sharon Kistler
February 19
Mike Mclean
February 20
Regine Hensel
February 22
Skip Quade
February 25
Gene Yotsuuye
February 28

MARCH
Mary Wehlacz
March 3
Bob Miller
March 4
Brad Zierer
March 7
Barb Hallett
March 11
Toni Sommer
March 11
Dave Londeree
March 13
Sally Leis
March 14
Rio Setty
March 14
Robin Wimmer
March 15
Dave Kilhefner
March 15
Dave Johnson
March 15
Mark Vehr
March 19
Steve Meier
March 21
Dan Richmond
Mar 26
Mike Satren
March 30

Quite possibly this is the key to fishing: the ability to see glamour

in the species one may fish for.

—Harold Blaisdell, The Philosophical Fisherman (1969)
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NIFC Corporate Memberships

Please support these businesses

THERACKETEER

Guided fly fishing & float trips
Kootenai River, Idaho

Welcome lr the family

Aaron Gordon _
(208) 262-9622 605 E. 8th Ave, Suite B, Post Falls, ID

(303) 917-2822

longdriftoutfitters@gmail.com

(208) 772-9038

www.marksmarineinc.com

www.inwguides.com

Northwest Outfitters

Idaho Outfitter # 17908 O R v ’

i B ~
Michael Beard \)) 333, South 7th Street
Owner/Guide Corur d'atene, 1885° Saint Maries, Idaho. 83861
2171 N. Main 5t. (208) 667-2707

Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814 E-Mail: info@nwoutfitters.com
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NIFC Corporate Memberships

Please support these businesses

N & 1.]2 K)
!\I'S]ll!l!ilEE%AM feathers

Jeff Smith

1816 Sherman Avenue 208 667-9304
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814 www.fins1.com

1110 W Ironwood Dr CDA. 1D 83814
o StateFarm

/)
i\ SHAWN BENNETT
Y

’“ Certified Arborist - Owner

GRACE

TREE SERVICE

Office: (208) 762-5800 shawn@gracetreeservice.com
Cell: (208) 699-6200 www.gracetreeservice.com

1860 W. Hayden Ave Hayden, ID 83835

N

BLACK SHEEP
SPORTING GOODS

We Set the Standard

Adam Bor : PT adam.borg@nipt.us
Physical Thergaist (208) 762-3332

BPi

BioPerformance Instituf

NORTH IDAHO

PHYSICAL

‘LM ER APY

Experts in Human Performance

Physical Therapy / Chiropractic / Recover y / Functional Training / Nutrition




