
—Photo by Dave Londeree 

Sylvia Bach receives the President’s 
Award from Richard Birkett for her 
work producing the club newsletter. 

—Photo by Craig Baumann 

Matt Valbusa is presented with the Fly 
Fisher of the Year award by NIFC 
President Richard Birkett. 

The December meeting included 

our annual awards ceremony. After 

careful consideration, our trustees 

recognized the following: 

Sylvia Bach – Given the 

President’s Award for her many 

hours of producing our monthly 

newsletter. She pulled together the 

articles and graphics, meanwhile 

working with the various contributors 

to produce the newsletter on time. 

She also offers her time in support 

of our veteran community through the 

Project Healing Waters program. 

Matt Valbusa – Matt joined NIFC 

almost two years ago, and already he 

has made an impact. He has worked 

hard and tirelessly to find new and 

interesting speakers for our 

membership meetings. Through his 

visits to fly shows, connecting with 

people in person, by phone and email, 

he brought us a wide variety of 
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This month’s column will 

be short on my part, and a bit 

different. 

Kaitlin Barnhart and 

Emily Skinner from The 

Mayfly Project were on hand 

at December’s meeting for 

an “on-the-fly” (sorry – 

couldn’t resist) presentation 

about the Mayfly Project’s 

impact and importance. This 

organization introduces 

youths in foster care to fly 

fishing. 

The program fosters 

confidence, healing, and 

connection with local 

waterways through one-on-

one mentorship and group 

outings. Participants receive 

education pertaining to 

fishing, conservation, water 

safety, and they enjoy the 

opportunity to be on local 

waters actively casting and 

Earlier speaker’s 

specialty-built 

fly rod reviewed 

Speaker’s 
Corner 

By MATT 
VALBUSA 

Fly fishers feted at festive function 

Sylvia Bach, Matt Valbusa, 

Kelly Michelsen are among 

2025 NIFC honorees 

By RICHARD BIRKETT 

See AWARDS, page 7 

IDFG biologist to present Priest River trout restoration program 

See SPEAKERS, page 8 

Rob Ryan, IDFG 

http://www.northidahoflycasters.com
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   Happy New Year to all our 

members and families! 

   It seems that the weather 

lately has been the major topic 

of conversation, what with the 

rain, higher temperatures, and 

resultant floods. 

   We want to get out but let’s 

face it, levels are high and 

debris is all over the place! 

   Let’s hope for some snow and 

safer water so we can spend 

some time on the water in the 

new year. 

   Our club has successfully 

navigated through the times, starting with COVID, then on 

through the update of our bylaws, changing our storage 

location, improving our financials and then upgrading our 

speakers and events. All of this makes it easier for our 

future officers, because they won’t have to deal with it. In 

short, we have done the housekeeping and positioned our 

club ready for the future. 

Along those lines, I would like to first thank each of our 

board members and others who have helped our club. I 

know we list the names of our officers and others in our 

newsletter, but I want to highlight them here as well: 

Pat Smith, VP – Also helps with merchandise sales and 

backs up Steve Sommer at our meetings. 

Craig Baumann, Secretary – Sends out club emails and 

helps with member questions. 

Steve Sommer, Treasurer – Balances our accounts, 

prepares annual budgets and monthly financial reports, and 

collects dues and payment for dinner. Longtime member. 

Wayne Hudlemeyer, Trustee – Always welcoming to 

other members, provides feedback to the board 

Mark Vehr, Trustee – Active with Mayfly Project and 

Casting for Recovery, also active in conservation through 

the Watershed Advisory Groups for the Coeur d’Alene 

River. Longtime member. 

Dave Londeree, Trustee – Author of the Fly of the 

Month, leader of the youth fly tying and fishing program, 

interacts with local schools. Quartermaster for the club. 

Perhaps the longest of the longtime members and our own 

trusted wizard of fly fishing. 

Dave Gillmor, Trustee-at-Large – Leads our monthly 

raffle, the lead source of funding for our club. 

Matt Albaugh, Conservation Director – Works to 

find projects, get information on conservation activities in 

our area. 

Matt Valbusa, Programs Director – Finds speakers for 

monthly membership meetings. 

Mike McLean, Newsletter Editor – Pulls together 

articles from all the contributors (some of whom he has to 

chase!) to present a great newsletter for our members. 

Leslie Balsley, Newsletter Proofreader – Reviews our 

newsletter to make sure we address any errors. Offers 

suggestions to help improve the monthly publication. 

Tom McLaughlin – Besides being VP for a while, Tom 

lent the use of his shop and equipment so that many of our 

members could build rods and nets. 

Sylvia Bach – Our past newsletter editor who recently 

stepped down after several years. 

Chuck Leis, Skip Quade, Terry Wallgren and Brian 

Saks – This group helped our veteran community along 

with Sylvia in the Project Healing Waters program. 

Ed Lider -  Shares his knowledge as a fisheries biologist 

with our club and others, and is involved with conservation 

activities. 

We have the perfect blend of newbies and the 

experienced members. We have been blessed with the 

variety of people who have always offered their assistance, 

See PRESIDENT, page 7 

President’s Message   
By RICHARD BIRKETT 

Active NIFC members have cast club in good position 

May elections to give new leaders 
opportunity to steer group’s future 



Page 3   North Idaho Fly Casters 

CLUB NEWS 
 

THE NEXT CLUB PROGRAM  
     
NIFC holds dinner meetings from September through 
May on the third Thursday of each month. 

Jan. 15, 2026 
 Coeur d’Alene Inn 
506 W. Appleway Avenue 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

Wet Fly Hour at 5 p.m. 
Dinner at 6 p.m. 
Meeting at 7 p.m. 

Presentation: Priest River, Clark Fork Trout 
Restoration and Mitigation 
Guest Speaker: Rob Ryan, IDFG fisheries 
biologist. See Speakers Corner, page 1, for 
more info. 

    

*****RSVP Please***********RSVP Please************** 
 

Reservations and dinner choices can be made by 
emailing craigpbaumann@gmail.com  
Dinner options for the January meeting 
are Chicken Piccata OR a Vegetarian Platter option. 
The price is $28. 
Deadline for reservations is  
Monday, Jan. 12 at 9 a.m.  
Please indicate your menu choice. 

Payment for dinner cancellations will be the 
responsibility of the member after that date. 

Please pay for dinner at the door with cash, check  
or card. A 75 cent card-use fee will be added on. 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

 

2025-2026 club dues can be mailed to: 
 

North Idaho Fly Casters 
P.O. Box 1698 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1698 
 

 Annual Membership Dues: 
$65 — Family/Single/Senior 
$100 — Corporate/Business 

The current membership year is September 2025 
through August 2026. 

 

 MERCHANDISE 
 

To order something with the  
NIFC Logo printed on it,  
call Patrick Smith at  

(480) 374-0218 or email 
 smith.patrick075@gmail.com 

 

 

 

PRIZE DONATED BY WON BY 

Fly Tying Book Mike McLean Dave Gilmore 

Gift Card 

& Huckleberry Rolls 
Christina Haynes Rich Birkett 

Fly Tying Materials Joe King Howard 

Gift Card 

& Huckleberry Rolls 
Christina Haynes Rich Birkett 

Gift Card 

& Merry Goodies 
Christina Haynes Gaynell Coppess 

Condiment trays Mark Vehr Jessee Fraser 

Glenlivet Scotch Doug Fraser Craig Baumann 

$25 Gift Certificate Skip Quade Chuck Leis 

$25 Gift Certificate Skip Quade Pat Smith 

$25 Gift Certificate Skip Quade Chuck Leis 

Fly of the Month 

& Pumpkin Pie 
Howard Fennimore Skip Quade 

Assorted Beverages Greg & Renee Blythe Doris Londeree 

Assorted Beverages Greg & Renee Blythe Skip Quade 

Cocoa, Cookies 

& Schnapps 
Greg & Renee Blythe Theresa Birkett 

Mystery Box 

of Beverages 
Greg & Renee Blythe Craig Baumann 

2026 Calendar  Greg & Renee Blythe Dave Londeree 

Stained Glass Ed & Joyce Lider Jessee Fraser 

Ladies Hats Doris Londeree Theresa Birkett 

Peanut Butter 

 Cookies 
Dave Londeree Renee Blythe 

Chocolates  Davis Heberer Doris Londeree 

Cookies  Davis Heberer Gary Weister 

Scotch Whisky Greg & Renee Blythe Dave Londeree 

Two Spey Fly Books Alan Baldredge Dave Gilmore 

Tool Holder 

& Materials 

Joe King & Howard 

Fennimore 
Skip Quade 

Rod Travel Case Greg & Renee Blythe Mike McLean 

Fly Tying Travel Case Bill Sherman Davis Heberer 

Float Tube & Air The Club  Dave Londeree 

DECEMBER 2025 RAFFLE 

mailto:craigbaumann@gmail.com
mailto:smith.patrick075@gmail.com


 

February 2026 
12th — Board meeting 
14th — Valentine’s Day 
16th — President’s Day 
16th — RSVP for Dinner Meet 
19th — Dinner Meeting 

CALENDAR 

Your Business Card 
Could be Displayed on Corporate Membership 

Pages and Projected Prior to Every 
North Idaho Fly Casters Club Meeting 

 

Contact Dave Londeree 

(208) 946-6631 
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 

 

Find out more about your  
corporate membership benefits! 

March 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 20 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 31    

 

 

 

 
 

VFW meeting room 
406 N 4th Street,  
Coeur d'Alene, ID 

 

10:00 a.m. — 1st and 3rd Wednesdays  
 

Open to all veterans. 
You do not need to be a veteran 

to volunteer your services. 
 

Brian Saks, Program Lead (208) 561-1375 
brian.saks@projecthealingwaters.org  

January 2026 Page 4 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

January 2026 

February 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

January 2026 
  1st — New Year’s Day 
  8th — Board Meeting 
12th — RSVP for Dinner Meet 
15th — Dinner Meeting 
19th — MLK Day 

March 2026 
12th — Board Meeting 
16th — RSVP for Dinner Meet 

20th — Dinner Meeting 

mailto:dlonderee@roadrunner.com
mailto:brian.saks@projecthealingwaters.org


Fly of the Month: Courtesy of Dave Londeree 
 

LITTLE BLACK CADDIS 

HOOK: 1x Short #14 (Dai Riki 305) 

THREAD: Black 8/0 

RIB: Red Wire Small 

UNDER WING: Pearl Krystal flash 

HACKLE: Brown Saddle 

WING: Bleached Elk Hair 

Tying Steps: 

1. Pinch the barb flat and mount the hook 

in the vise. 

2. Dress the hook from one eye length 

back to the hook bend. 

3. Tie on the Red Wire. Spin your bobbin 

counterclockwise to make the thread 

flat. Build a slim flat body to one eye 

length behind the hook eye. 

4. Rib the body (open turns) with the Red 

Wire. Tie the wire off and remove the excess. 

5. Tie the Krystal Flash to form the underwing, (12-14 pieces) to each side two eye lengths back 

from the hook eye. Trim the underwing to the body length. 

6. Strip a few barbules from the hackle stem and tie the hackle to the hook shank. Take two to 

three turns of hackle to make the wing. Tie the hackle off and remove the excess. 

7. Cut a dozen or so hairs of Bleached Elk Hair. Clean and 

stack the hair. Tie in behind the hook eye (Elk Hair Cad-

dis style) with a few wraps behind the hair to stand it up. 

Whip finish and add a drop of head cement. 

8. GO FISHING! 
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FLY OF THE MONTH BOOKLET 

 

A collection of five years of the Fly of the Month in booklet 

form is still available. The booklet is filled from cover to cover 

with flies from the vice of Jim Rogers and a few from Dave 

Londeree. It can be yours for $25 plus postage, 

or you can pick them up at the next club meeting. 

Contact:Dave Londeree at 

dlonderee@roadrunner.com  

or 208-946-6631 

If a new man is particularly attentive, he can learn to fly fish in a half 

hour. But then he will go on learning as long as he fishes for trout. 

—Robert Traver, Trout Madness (1960). 

mailto:dlonderee@roadrunner.com


Knots to Know 
By DAVE LONDEREE 

NOTE: Each month we will show a new knot. Proper knots are 

very important and need to be tied well. I will pick a knot and 

have the instructions on the page. If there is a special knot you 

would like to learn, let me know. I’ll do my best to have it for you. 

KRYSTON LOOP KNOT 

Kryston knot is a loop knot used on nymphs, wet flies and 
streamers. It is a simple knot to tie and holds strong. The loop 
allows the fly to move around and dance and look more alive. 
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December 2025 Raffle 

Wow, what a great raffle. Thank 

you to all who donated some really 

great prizes. We also want to thank all 

you folks who purchased tickets. 

It always 

warms my heart to 

know that so many 

support our club. 

We look forward 

to 2026 with 

raffles at each of 

our club meetings. We hope you all 

had a Very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

If you have anything to donate to 

the club for the monthly dinner 

meeting raffle, give Dave Gillmor a 

call at (208) 920-9000 or email him at 

davegillmor@gmail.com. 

By DAVE LONDEREE 

Tell us your tips and tales 
Help us continue to create a 

newsletter that is interesting and fun 

to read by submitting stories and/or 

photos of your fly fishing adventures. 

If you would rather “tell” your 

story than write it, Flies & Lies editor 

Mike McLean can set up a time to 

interview and transcribe it for you. 

Even let Mike know if you know of 

a club member or friend who has a 

good tale to share in the newsletter. 

Mike can be contacted at 

mclmik@hotmail.com, 

or (509) 842-6590. 

mailto:davegillmor@gmail.com
mailto:mclmik@hotmail.com


whether it was their time, opinion, or a question. Even 

though the topics were sometimes challenging, our board 

members always gave it their best, along with a sense of 

humor and work ethic. 

No matter the task or 

time, they came together, 

got it done and had some 

fun. None of what we 

have accomplished could 

have happened without 

them! 

The new year will 

bring us to seek new 

members for the board 

too. The next election in 

May will include a spot 

for President as I will 

step down after five 

years. I would like to put 

this out there now and 

ask for your consider-

ation in stepping up and 

takeing over as my 

replacement, and for other spots too. 

The best thing for our club is to have new people on 

the board to bring fresh ideas. I welcome any questions, 

and will happily spend time with anyone who is 

interested. I believe that our club is in great shape, having 

addressed the variety of challenges and projects, so there 

isn’t a better time to step up! 

On a different note, the conservation front changed 

when the decision process for prioritizing projects was 

either pulled or redirected (depending on who is doing 

the talking). Projects like the Prichard project are being 

affected. While that specific project is more about access 

than conservation, it has 

been on the board for 

almost two years and it’s 

disturbing to see it 

suddenly reduced to some 

unknown status. We are 

planning on a meeting with 

the stakeholders to find 

more details, but the larger 

picture is that this is the 

new reality. U.S. Forest 

Service and others have 

changed, and it directly 

impacts their approach to 

how they (and others) view 

habitat rehabilitation and 

fishery management. We 

are very concerned about 

where they are going and 

promise to delve into this 

and get a clearer picture for all of us. 

Finally, it might be winter but I trust everyone is busy 

getting ready for the spring with planning, tying, and 

taking care of gear. 

Whatever you do, if you run across any questions, 

don’t forget to reach out to any of us. Our fellow club 

members are super resources for anything and can help 

give you some direction if needed. 

Take care, stay warm, and pray for snow. We need it! 

talented fly fishers. He also 

volunteers with the Mayfly 

Project and still manages to 

find time to go fishing … 

often! 

As a result, we gave Matt 

our Fly Fisher of the Year 

award. 

Kelly Michelsen – Kelly 

has volunteered at several of 

our fly fishing lessons with 

the local high schools. As 

you may know, this involves 

fly tying, fly casting and a 

day at the pond at 

Silverwood. Kelly helped 

guide in the proper fly tying 

techniques, as well as 

untangle a few lines from 

time to time, all with 

patience and an easygoing 

smile! We will give Kelly 

his plaque at our January 

meeting. 

Finally, although not an 

award normally given out 

each year, a raffle was held 

during the year for a 9-foot, 

3-inch 8-weight fly rod built 

by Chuck Leis. 

The raffle benefitted 

Project Healing Waters, a 

program supporting local 

veterans. 

Chuck is one of the 

volunteers who teaches fly 

tying and fly fishing. The 

drawing was held at the 

December meeting, and Rich 

Birkett won the rod. We 

appreciate the support of 

many of our members! 

—Photo by 

Dave 

Londeree 

Chuck Lies, 

right, was 

honored for 

donating the 

rod he built 

for a 

fundraiser. 

Richard 

Birkett won 

the rod. 

PRESIDENT from page 2 
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—Photo by Richard Birkett 

The fate of long-anticipated Prichard boat launch project 

appears to be in limbo. 

AWARDS from page 1 



fishing. It’s a worthwhile 

project to get involved 

with as some of our 

members, including myself 

have done. Check them 

out: https://

themayflyproject.com. 

The guest speaker for 

the Jan. 15 meeting will be 

Idaho Department of Fish 

and Game fisheries 

biologist Rob Ryan, who 

will address westslope 

cutthroat trout restoration 

in Binarch Creek and the 

Priest River drainage. He 

will share his observations 

from surveys of Priest River 

tributaries and from the 

implementation of the 

rotenone project to remove 

brook trout. 

He also will cover his role 

in implementing fisheries-

related mitigation through 

the Clark Fork Settlement 

Agreement. 

Lastly, I would like to 

share a review of a fly rod I 

purchased from Dave 

Calhoun, of Blanchard, 

Idaho-based NW Rods, who 

was our featured speaker in 

April. 

I purchased a 10-foot. 

(actually 10.8-foot, in two 65

-inch” sections) 4/5-weight, 

two-piece, single-hand rod 

and was looking for the right 

time and place to test it on 

the water. I spent most of last 

summer dedicated to Trout 

Spey and when in the boat 

stuck to my usual lighter 4-

weight sticks. 

My buddy and club 

member Gary “The-Guide” 

McDannel and I were 

planning a trip to the 

Clearwater in November to 

fish and stay for a few days – 

unfortunately the same time 

the big rains and melt-off 

came. With that huge runoff 

taking place, Gary suggested 

we head over to the Missouri 

River in Montana, thinking 

the a tailwater river should 

be a lot more controlled – 

and that it was, however it 

was windy. 

We did use a guide, 

mostly to avoid towing one 

of our own boats, and we 

let him do all the rowing 

(in the wind), thus allow-

ing us 100% fishing time. 

The Guide commented 

that he really liked fishing 

with us because he didn’t 

have to say “mend” once. 

The new 4/5-weight rod 

had some good backbone 

that allowed it to punch 

through the wind well, and 

the front section was still 

nimble enough to detect the 

slightest take from very 

picky fish, using a Chernobyl 

and short dropper with a 

midge emerger. 

Having the 10-foot length 

sure helped with the mends 

in the wind. 

The rod is good looking; 

the cork handle is top quality 

and feels great, especially in 

the wind. 

The action of the rod was 

pleasing and responsive, 

hooking into those nice size 

rainbows and brown trout 

and letting them run and tug 

until tired. 

If you’re looking for nice 

4/5-weight, 10-foot rod 

that’s quality-built and 

moderately priced and cuts 

through wind like a Samari 

sword, think about giving 

Dave Calhoun a call and see 

what he can outfit you with. 

Club Name Badges Available 

You may have noticed club members sporting 
name badges adorned with the club logo and the 
owner’s name. These badges are beautiful, a real 
work of art. To order one of these badges, please 
contact Pat Smith at the meeting. He will make an 
order to the North Idaho Trophy Company. We can 
get a break in cost if we order in higher quantities 
The cost is $15 with a magnetic fastener and $12 
with a pin back. 

Payment is due at the time of order. 

SURVEY from page 8 

—Photos courtesy Matt Valbusa 

Gary McDannel, left, and Matt 

Valbusa display their catches. 

Matt used the rod pictured below. 
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Club Officers 
 

President  
Rich Birkett 
(208) 660-1975  
birkettstl@gmail.com 

 
Vice-President  
Patrick Smith 
(480) 374-0218 
smith.patrick075@gmail.com 

 
Secretary  
Craig Baumann 
(858) 353-2300 
craigpbaumann@gmail.com  

 
Treasurer  
Stephen Sommer  
(805) 878-4613  
stephen@sommerwholesalenursery.com 

 
Trustees 
Wayne Hudlemeyer 
(208) 664-3611  
vwhud@tds.net  

Mark Vehr  
(208) 449-8808  
ma2ve2@gmail.com 

Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 

 
 

 
Trustee-at-Large 
Dave Gillmor 
(208) 920-9000 
davegillmor@gmail.com 

 

Committees 
 

Membership  
Craig Baumann 
(858) 353-2300 
craigpbaumann@gmail.com 
 

Conservation  
Matt Albaugh 
(208) 680-6792 
albaughrodco@gmail.com 
 

Youth  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 

 
Raffles  
Dave Gillmor  
(208) 920-9000  
davegillmor@gmail.com 

 
Programs  
Matt Valbusa 
(208) 916-7036 
mvalbusa@msn.com 

 
 

 
Merchandise  
Patrick Smith 
(480) 374-0218 
smith.patrick075@gmail.com 

 
Quartermaster  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Mike McLean 
(509) 842-6590 
mclmik@hotmail.com 

 
Newsletter Proofreader 
Leslie Balsley  
(425) 785-0511  
RLBalsley@comcast.net 
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club bylaws are available  

upon request to the 

Secretary. 

The Board of Trustees 

meets the second 

Thursday of the month. 

Water Resource Info 
Suggestions from our readers 

Regional Fly Shops: 

Northwest Outfitters Orvis  208-667-2707 

2171 N. Main St., Coeur d’Aelene, Idaho 

Castaway Fly Shop            208-765-3133 

1114 N 4th St., Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

Castaway Outfitters            208-682-2929 

1560 Coeur d’Alene River Rd., Kingston, Idaho 

North 40 Fly Shop            208-666-0506          

170 E Kathleen Ave., Coeur d’Alene, Idaho  

Silver Bow              509-924-9998             

13210 E Indiana Ave., Spokane Valley, WA  

Links to Fishing Reports: 

https://nwoutfitters.com/river-reports  

https://www.silverbowflyshop.com/fishingreports/   

Weather: 

National Weather Service/NOAA 
https://forecast.weather.gov/ 
 

Information (Regs/Maps): 
IDFG  North Fork Coeur d’Alene River 
https://idfg.idaho.gov/ifwis/fishingplanner/water/1162

568475573 
https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/ 
Associations: 
North Idaho Fly Casters   
https://www.northidahoflycasters.com 
Fly Fishers International   
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org 

River Flows: 

USGS North Fork Coeur d’Alene River @ Prichard 
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv/?site_no=12411000 

North Fork Coeur d’Alene River @ Enaville 
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv?site_no=12413000 

mailto:birkettstl@gmail.com
mailto:smith.patrick075@gmail.com
mailto:craigpbaumann@gmail.com
mailto:stephen@sommerwholesalenursery.com
mailto:vwhud@tds.net
mailto:vwhud@tds.net
mailto:dlonderee@roadrunner.com
mailto:davegillmor@gmail.com
mailto:craigpbaumann@gmail.com
mailto:albaughrodco@gmail.com
mailto:dlonderee@roadrunner.com
mailto:davegillmor@gmail.com
mailto:mvalbusa@msn.com
mailto:smith.patrick075@gmail.com
mailto:dlonderee@roadrunner.com
mailto:mclmik@hotmail.com
mailto:RLBalsley@comcast.net
https://nwoutfitters.com/river-reports
https://www.silverbowflyshop.com/fishingreports/
https://forecast.weather.gov/
https://idfg.idaho.gov/ifwis/fishingplanner/water/1162568475573
https://idfg.idaho.gov/ifwis/fishingplanner/water/1162568475573
https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/
https://www.northidahoflycasters.org/
https://www.flyfishersinternational.org/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv/?site_no=12411000
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/id/nwis/uv?site_no=12413000


JANUARY 

Doug Fagerness 

January 2 

Rob Salvucci 

January 4 

Mary Wallgren 

January 5 

Norma Baldridge 

January 10 

Leroy Pickel 

January 11 

Ken Pina 

January 16 

Ken Shipley 

January 19 

David Heberer 

January 24 

Penne Beckett 

January 25 

Chuck Leis 

January 27 

FEBRUARY 

Ronald Mamajek 

February 2 

Mel Wimmer 

February 13 

Sharon Kistler 

February 19 

Mike Mclean 

February 20 

Regine Hensel 

February 22 

Skip Quade 

February 25 

Gene Yotsuuye 

February 28 
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Birthdays 

Wishes 

NIFC Board Minutes Submitted by RICHARD BIRKETT, President 

Date: Dec. 11, 2025 

Time: 5:30 p.m. 

Location: Brewscape, Hayden 

1. Call to Order 

2. Social 

A. Speaker Schedule 

  

3. Educational 

4. Conservation 

A.  Hudlow Meadows Rehab Project w/ TU (Cathy Gidle) – Summer 2026 – 

pending 

5. Other 

A.  Storage unit discussion - change in ownership - FYI 

B.  Cessation of NF CDA WAG 

C.  Finance – Financial Reports Review 

a.  Vote: No vote at this time. To be done in January. 

D.  Regular Meeting Agenda 

a.  Mayfly Project Presentation 

b.  Project Healing Waters Rod Raffle 

c.  2025 Club Pictures Presentation 

d.  Awards 

E.  Spey class by Steve Bird offered to us for either local use or at his place 

F.   Website update 

G.  Next Board meeting: Jan. 8 

6.   Adjourn 

Meeting Date Topic Speaker Notes 

1/15/2026 
Binarch Creek Trout 

Transplant Project 
Rob Ryan IDFG Fisheries Biologist 

2/19/2026 Clark Fork Trout 
Danner 

Haskins 
Owner, Clark Fork Trout 

3/19/2026 Still Water Fishing 
Marc 

Williamson 
Fall River Fly Fishing 

4/16/2026 
Swinging Flies for 

Steelhead 
Bill Herzog Author, Photographer 

5/21/2026 Kootenai River Leanna Young Guide, The Last Resort 

When you are next complaining about the selectivity of trout, bear the 
thought in mind: Were it not for this fortunate trait, how long would 

our stream fishing last? 
—Art Flick, Art Flick’s Streamside Guide (1947) 
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